
County lines - what you need to know  

There has been much media coverage of criminal gangs and ‘county lines’ 
recently. They have been associated with an increase in knife crime in our biggest 
cities, particularly London. They have also been linked to modern slavery, sexual 
exploitation and the spread of class A drugs across the country. Many people 
involved in ‘county lines’ are children, exploited by criminal gang leaders to provide 
them with huge profits from their illegal activities. All parents/carer need to be 
vigilant for any warning signs that young people may be being criminally exploited 
by these gangs.  

What is it? Criminal activity where drug networks of gangs groom and exploit 
children and young people to carry drugs and money from urban area to suburban 
and rural areas including market towns such as those found in Northamptonshire. 
The county line itself appears to be a single phone number that is used to order 
drugs which are sold from certain premises, including homes of vulnerable people 
who have been coerced into giving it over for the gang’s operations, a process 
known as ‘cuckooing’.  

      What indicators of involvement should you be looking out for?  

● The key indicator is changes in behaviour such as demonstrating an interest 
in gang   culture, dressing in gang colours, using ‘gang’ language such as 
‘going country’ 

● Signs of ill health, tiredness, anxiety or hypervigilant that is different from what 
you normally see, given their medical/mental health challenges  

● Truancy and regular absence (hence our phoning you from our attendance 
line if they do not attend school) 

● A decline in interest in their education 
● Unexplained bus or train tickets or being spotted around the rail stations 

regularly 
● Unexplained gifts, clothes and money and new mobile phones 

The Home Office has produced a poster that shows the key indicators - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/atta
ch 
ment_data/file/667308/_County_Lines__preventing_vulnxploitation_A4_editable_
pos ter1.pdf  



What should you do if you have concerns? Ask to talk to any member of staff 
about your concerns and they will support you, not matter how insignificant or 
small you think your concern might be. The earlier this is identified and 
supported, the quicker it can be sorted out - same for all safeguarding concerns.  

      


