
Parent/Carer Newsletter

Welcome to the first newsletter of the
2020-2021 academic year

Hello everyone, I hope this newsletter finds you and your families all
keeping well. What strange times we find ourselves in with what
seems like a whole new language - who thought I would be talking
about ‘bubbling’ and it not referring to a drink! Many thanks for all of
your patience and support with our successful opening in September
and for having the confidence in us that we can keep your child safe.
Thank you also for not sending your child in if they have a persistent
cough, high temperature or loss of taste and smell. We will continue to
work closely with you and please feel free to contact us with any
questions - no such thing as a stupid question! Your children have
been excellent in coming back into the classrooms and engaging with
their education - it has been a pleasure to be with them. I remain
hopeful that we may soon return to some sort of normality if we can
all stick to the rules!

HOE Website

Have you seen the HOE website www.nhoe.org.uk? It has lots of useful
information, not only about what we do, but also information for
parents that you might feel useful including term dates and training
days. If you would like a printout of these please let a member of staff
at one of the bases know.
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Outcomes From Last Years Pupils

You will be aware that arrangements for examinations in the last
academic year were quite unlike any we had before and that pupils
were assigned grades based on their work throughout the year.
48% of our students attained 5 or more GCSEs at grade 4 and above
and 76% attained 5 GCSEs at grade 1 and above. 100% of our
students got at least one GCSE. We were delighted for them all after
such a difficult year and all of them have moved on to continue their
education at 6th form, college or in apprenticeships.
In case you were wondering, the government is planning on running
exams as normal next year…

Talking Point

Each newsletter will have a ‘Talking Point’ attachment to it. These will
come in the form of parent information, activities to complete with
your child as well as important topics of conversation. This term the
theme is ‘Rights and Responsibilities’, what are they and how do I
talk to my child about them? Please take a look and if you have any
questions please contact Daphne Duncan at Delapre or Shean Osler at
The Gatehouse. Daphne and Shean are our Family Liaison Workers and
would be happy to have a chat with you about this or any other
questions you may have.

Literacy Calendar

At HOE we have introduced a 'Literacy Calendar' which aims to
promote and embed a love of reading for all of our students. This
includes at least one activity per month for the students to enjoy.

In September the students in all of our bases took part in a Roald Dahl
competition to celebrate 'Roald Dahl Day' on 13/9/20.

Many congratulations to the winners of this competition! They all
received a copy of 'The Wonderful World of Henry Sugar', by Roald
Dahl for answering all of the questions correctly in the quiz.

Becky Stamper - The Gatehouse
Zuzanna Lonska - Delapre
Jamie Higson - The Bridge
Abi Brown - The Sett and Burrows

Watch this space for more news on activities to promote reading!

2



Poetry Competition

For National Poetry Day on October 1st, a poetry competition was
organised where the students had the option of writing a poem under
the theme of 'Vision'. We were very impressed with the standard of
poems we received and some of these have been displayed in the
different bases.

Winners of a £5 Amazon voucher for this competition were :-

Lucy - Delapre
Jamie  - The Bridge
Becky  - The Gatehouse
Olivia  - The Burrows

Absence Reporting

Can you please ensure you report any absences on our absence line
07894 885687. This needs to be advised as soon as possible on each
day of your child’s absence. You are able to call or text the number, if
you text please include your child’s name and where possible a reason
for the absence.

Values

Our value for the term is Respect, ‘due regard for the feelings,
wishes, or rights of others’.

We live in a world where likes, dislikes and opinions can vary greatly
among the people around us. As we know from the famous song by
Aretha Franklin, R-E-S-P-E-C-T is important to people but what is it?
There are many ways you can show respect for others and yourself;
listen without judgement, be open-minded, take time to learn about
the views and beliefs of others, say thank you, let someone know you
believe in them or congratulate something done well.
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Curriculum

English
At Delapre and The Gatehouse we are enjoying reading and studying
George Orwell's Animal Farm. At The Bridge- we have been exploring
poetry and have had fun writing our own limerick. At the inpatient
units many of the students have recently engaged in a variety of
activities , for example some fun grammar work - spotting common
grammatical errors which completely change the meaning of phrases!
They have also received support with their home school's English
work.

PHSE
We are starting to cover the criteria for Emotional Wellbeing, and
Diversity, Prejudice and Discrimination. We have looked at the
importance of looking after mental health and how stress and anxiety
are normal human responses and how to recognise and manage these
responses. We have done a lot of work on equality and equal
opportunities.

Art
This term students have chosen their theme and artists to research
meaning they can now get on with the fun bit - the experimentation!
Students have begun exploring with various media, techniques and
processes and we are beginning to see some lovely individual pieces
coming together.

Science
Students have started well on the GCSE content looking at cells, what
is inside them and how they function. Students are now looking at the
human body and how the different systems work together. All students
have done really well in their lessons and have been a pleasure to
teach.

Religious Education
We have covered a variety of topics for Philosophy and Ethics with the
intention of encouraging students to look at two sides of an argument
and expressing an opinion. Currently we have started Christianity
(component 1) , looking at the core beliefs and practices of the
religion. In addition to this the students are learning how to answer a
4 and 5 mark question. All resources and assignments are on the
google classroom if parents are interested in what is being covered.
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Maths
Students have been looking at number manipulation (not as easy as it
sounds), geometry and statistics this term.
There is a 'Maths Noticeboard' up on the google classroom for all
students at NHOE. It is to be used as a Maths noticeboard and
students are welcome to read and post on it too!

Careers
Over the last few weeks, the students have been completing several
quizzes to increase their self-awareness so that they are able to
identify their strengths and personal attributes. They have also
covered employability skills and why employers look for them.
On this note, we are looking for passionate individuals or employers
from all career settings to talk to our students about their career
pathway and what skills they need to do their job etc. Due to the
pandemic, we would like to set up these talks/presentations by zoom,
at a time that is convenient for all participants. Please email
cshortland@nhoe.org.uk or telephone (01604) 662250.
Next term students will begin to produce a CV and learn about
interview techniques, whether it is face to face, virtual video call or on
the telephone. The students will also have the opportunity to have a
1:1 meeting with an external careers advisor, either by zoom or
socially distanced meeting adhering to Government guidelines at the
time of meeting.

Virtual Parent Time Event - 21st October @ 5.45pm

Parent Time sessions are a chance for parents and carers to find out
information that is relevant to their child during the next term. We
appreciate you may have other commitments but your attendance at
these sessions will be a great benefit to both you and your child. With
post-16 options approaching, Carmel who delivers careers has secured
speakers from Northampton and Moulton College to speak to
parents/carers and students. Your child may not be currently thinking
of applying to these colleges but the information they provide may be
of use and it’s good to keep all options open at this stage.

Invitations have been sent out with links to the event, which will be
held virtually this evening.
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Revising for Exams

One of the most common phrases we hear from our students on the
build up to exam time is ‘I don’t know how to revise’. Closer to the
exam period we will have a parent-time session on supporting your
child through this time, however, it is never too early to start
preparing! Attached is a document called How Do You Revise? It lists
different methods students can use, many they may not have heard of
and it would be great for them to practice using these methods when
they are revising for their end of topic test. Staff will also be
supporting students with this in lessons.

Student Support Booklets

We have collated information from the most
popular, and we believe most appropriate sites
where students can access support for a
variety of needs. These include; websites,
apps, helplines and text/chat services. If you
feel your child would benefit from this, they are
welcome to talk to a member of staff or can
just pick up a booklet in either of our bases.
This is not to replace any support or therapy
they may already be receiving, but more for
those moments when professionals aren’t
available. If you have any serious concerns
please contact the relevant crisis lines or your
GP.

Digital Resilience and Online Safety

We are all aware that no matter how much
we read or try to keep up, our young
people are always one step ahead of us
when it comes to their knowledge of the
Internet and the latest social networking
sites and apps. Vodafone has produced
some excellent information for parents to
help keep your young people safe and can

provide some excellent conversation starters for around the dinner
table https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting.
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Net-Aware App

Created by the NSPCC specifically for parents/carers and tells us all
about the latest apps, games and social networking sites. The
information provided explains how they work and what the potential
dangers are, it also includes reviews from parents and young people
and has the official age rating. You can find out more at
https://www.net-aware.org.uk or go to the app store on your device.
It is free and well worth having!

Hollie Guard App

This app turns a smartphone into an advanced personal safety device
at the touch of a button. This then automatically sends your location
and audio or video evidence to your designated contacts. It also sends
a text to say you have arrived safely at your destination. For more
information, check out http://holliegazzard.org/hollie-guard. Again,
this can be downloaded from your device app store.
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