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Goodbye from Cath 
Happy Christmas everyone!I would just like to take this opportunity to firstly thank you for all of                 
your support for your child in helping them engage with their education - do not underestimate the                 
impact of this! Attendance has been really improving as a consequence. 
I also wanted to say ‘goodbye’ as I am moving on from being head teacher here at HOE to be the                     
Chief Executive Officer of the multi academy trust, The Skylark Partnership, of which we are part. I                 
am very sad to leave a job I love (I have been here 20 years!) but am excited to start on a new                       
challenge. I am also delighted that HOE will be in the very capable hands of James 
 
Hello from James 
I am very excited to be joining HOE in January as Headteacher. My son              
Edward has had many spinal operations and it was during these           
hospital stays that I discovered the realm of hospital education. I later            
became Assistant Headteacher at the Oxfordshire Hospital School        
where I have worked for the last four and a bit years. It is a privilege to                 
now be given the opportunity to lead HOE. 
 
The partnership between parents and school is crucial in education and           
it was great to join the recent virtual Parent-Time session and start to             
get to know some of our wonderful parents. I look forward to engaging             
with many more parents in the new year. 
 
As incoming Head I’d like to take the opportunity to publicly thank Cath for the fantastic job she                  
has done for HOE over the last 20 years. She will, I know, continue to champion children with                  
medical needs through her work with The Skylark Partnership and her ongoing work representing              
our children on the national arena, via the National Association for Hospital Education. 
 
 
Young Northants 

Northamptonshire County Council have developed a website offering support         
and advice for young people called Young Northants, it contains information           
on health, money, transport, education, rights and staying safe. It’s a great            
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tool to signpost your child to or even to look at together if they have questions or concerns. Please                   
find the link below; 
 
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/young-northants/
Pages/default.aspx  
 
 
CAMHS Live 

CAMHS have an online service where young people can access a mental health professional              
Monday - Friday 10am - 4.30pm, this is not to be used instead of regular appointments but is great                   
for those days when a little more support is needed. We will be putting posters up in base and                   
talking to students about this, please encourage them to use it at home if needed or speak to us                   
for further information. 
 
https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/camhslive  
 
 
Talking Point 

This terms talking point is about personal space, some children and very confident in telling               
someone when they are not comfortable in a situation, for example is someone wants to hug them                 
and they don’t want to, others are not sure when it’s okay to say no and it’s important for them to                     
know this is okay! Attached is a sheet that talks about ‘Personal Bubbles’, talk to your young                 
person about who they may put in those bubbles (it’s okay for people to move bubbles too!) and                  
what they may do/say in situations they are not happy with. It may be appropriate at times to                  
politely say “No, thank you” and there may be other times when they need to be more assertive in                   
their responses. It all focuses around the idea of being allowed to say no which is imperative when                  
it comes to consent. 
 
  
Digital Resilience and Online Safety 

Keeping our young people safe online becomes more and more challenging with new apps and               
technology emerging. The links below provide some insight into parental controls and software to              
keep them safe when using devices; 
 
Parental Controls (Internet Matters) 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ 
 
The Best Parental Control Software for 2020 
https://uk.pcmag.com/parental-control-monitoring/67305/the-best-parental-control-software 
 
Best parental control apps for Android and iPhone 2020 
https://www.tomsguide.com/uk/us/best-parental-control-apps,review-2258.html 
 
If you would like any further information about any of these or clarification yourself please speak to                 
a member of staff. 
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Values 

The value for December is Compassion “sympathetic consciousness of others' distress together            
with a desire to alleviate it”. During the Coronavirus pandemic there have been countless seen and                
unseen acts of compassion; 750,000 nhs volunteers signing up to help the vulnerable, calling a               
neighbour/friend/family member to check they are okay, being a listening ear for someone who is               
struggling. It’s never too late to show someone compassion, but, as always we should also make                
sure we don’t show it at a detriment to ourselves. Try to take some time for self-care. 
 

 
 
 
Absence Reporting 

Can you please ensure you report any absences on our absence line 07894 885687. This needs                
to be advised as soon as possible on each day of your child’s absence. You are able to call or text                     
the number, if you text please include their name and where possible a reason for the absence. 
 
 
Curriculum 
 
English 
In Key Stage 4 English we have been getting into the Christmas spirit! We have studied Charles                 
Dickens' novella 'A Christmas Carol' (one of the GCSE texts) and we have been fortunate enough                
to watch an amazing life performance from the actor James Hyland. 
In Key Stage 3 in the Bridge we have been studying Harper Lee's classic 'To Kill A Mockingbird'                  
which has led to some thoughtful discussions about race and prejudice. Students have been              
writing in character and exploring the concept of walking in someone else's shoes which is a key                 
theme of the book. 
We hope all the students enjoy our Icelandic tradition of a 'Book flood' in the final week of term! 
 
Maths 
At the Gatehouse, the pink group has been focusing on Algebra and regular polygons and angles                
of triangles with some numbers of factors, multiples and prime numbers. The pink group have also                
been practising on writing formulae especially the speed of travelling to a town or a city. This was                  
met with enthusiasm as they learnt about 'Speed Limits'!! 
The yellow group brushed up their skills on Algebra and filled in learning gaps on inequalities and                 
indices from Academy 21 and also joined up with 'DESMOS'! They loved using 'Desmos' as it                
enabled them to plot linear graphs, quadratic graphs and trig graphs which enabled them to               
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understand how graphs are plotted and formed! I hope they will continue to enjoy Maths with two                 
different learning platforms! 
 
PHSE 
During the last week of term students will be participating in Real Love Rocks, this link provides                 
more information for parents on what is covered;        
http://www.barnardosrealloverocks.org.uk/parents 
 
Science 
In Biology we have been looking at the chemical reactions of Respiration and Photosynthesis.              
Students have worked really well in all lessons and have taken part in some excellent discussions.                
At present, we are revising for a mock Biology exam, which will take place in the new year, so that                    
students can get a feel for the exam paper and can have a go at the questions on it. 
In the Bridge, KS3 students have been learning about the Periodic Table, Metals and Non-Metals,               
as well as states of matter. Students have managed these online lessons really well. 
 
RE 
Students have covered key aspects of Christianity and Islam - this will carry over into next term,                 
and have completed mid topic and end of unit tests 
 
Careers 
1:1 meetings for students with an external careers advisor have taken place either, face to face,                
zoom or by telephone. In class, students have produced a draft CV, participated in a virtual tour of                  
a college and have begun to research Post 16 options, producing a careers report on a possible                 
career of the choice. 
 
Next term, students will produce a draft letter of application, research possible college courses, 6th               
form placements and participate in a virtual apprenticeship workshop. Some students will then be              
in a position to submit applications, where applicable. Support will be given in class for completion                
of application forms, when required. 
 
 
Parent Time 
 
Thank you to all parents who attended the very successful Parent-Time held in November. The               
virtual platform has made sessions much more accessible for parents, however, if you do not have                
access to a device at home to join please do let us know. 
Parent-Time sessions are a great way of getting useful and important information relevant to you               
and your child so we do recommend you attend where possible. 
 
 
Arrival Time 
 
Lessons at Delapre and The Gatehouse start at 8.50am, unless we are aware of your               
circumstances can you please ensure your child arrives by this time to allow lessons to start                
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promptly. If there are any specific concerns which you require further support with, please do not                
hesitate to contact either Daphne at Delapre or Shean at The Gatehouse. 
 
 
Term Dates 
 
The last day of term is Thursday 17th December 2020 and we reopen to students on Tuesday 5th                  
January 2021. 
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