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Dear Parent, 
 

As we come to the close of the school year I wanted to thank you for your continued 
support for Hospital and Outreach Education and wish you a relaxing summer. 
 

A reminder of some key times and dates from my last letter of 2nd July: 
 

 School ends at 11am on Tuesday 20th July 
 We reopen for 1:1 meetings on Friday September 3rd. You should have been 

contacted and a time agreed for your child’s 1:1 meeting on this date. If you 
haven’t, please call the school office on the number at the top of this letter 

 

Step 4 of coronavirus road map 

I am sure that you are aware that this week marks the start of the Government's ‘Step 
4’ of the pandemic recovery pathway. All of the indications around infection rates seem 
to be showing an increase, and we cannot yet give you any assurances about what 
the situation will be like in September. 
 

We can assure you that we will be monitoring the situation closely in our area, and are 
meeting the day before term is due to restart to look at our risk assessments for safe 
reopening. The advice we have from the Department for Education (DfE) is ‘guidance’ 
only, and we will be following the detailed advice from our local Public Health England 
colleagues in our local authorities and adjusting our arrangements accordingly e.g. we 
may decide to keep face coverings and social distancing.  
 

Coronavirus home-testing 

Thank you for your continued engagement in the Covid-19 testing programme. Please 
report your child’s final test result to us on Wednesday 21st July. Tests taken after this 
date do not need to be reported to us but should be reported to NHS Test and Trace 
as usual. Go to report a COVID-19 lateral flow test result or call 119 free from a mobile 
or landline. Lines are open every day, 7am to 11pm. Support is offered in 200 
languages as well as British Sign Language. 
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The asymptomatic testing programme is being paused for pupils in schools over the 
summer holidays.  The advice from the government is that you can continue to access 
LFDs by ordering from GOV.UK or by collecting kits from your local pharmacy. 
However, I am happy for your child to take a supply of test kits home to use if they 
wish to do so. To cover the summer break, they will need two packs of seven tests. 
Testing remains voluntary but strongly encouraged.  
 

Testing in school 
We are unsure about the Covid situation we will face in the autumn, so we want to be 
prepared for all scenarios. Subject to public health advice, testing may restart on return 
in the autumn. If it does, wherever possible, we expect to offer your child two tests on-
site before continuing regular testing at home. The first test will be offered during the 
1:1 session on Friday 3rd September and the second on Tuesday 7th September. A 
consent form and privacy notice will be sent to you in due course. 

We recognise that some pupils/students may wish to continue testing on-site.  We will 
retain a small on-site testing facility to accommodate on-site testing where necessary 
but expect that most pupils will continue with home testing. Testing is the most effective 
way to reduce the risk of transmission and support the continuation of face-to-face 
education. We recognise, however, the need to minimise any disruption to education 
and to continue to support your child’s mental well-being. The government will continue 
to review the future need for testing in light of any changes to the public health 
situation. 

Ongoing safety measures 

I want to take this opportunity to remind you that your child’s safety is of paramount 
importance to us, and that we will be taking all of the steps necessary in order to keep 
them safe at our centres from September. As always, we will welcome any discussions 
with you about concerns you may have and are always willing to consider individual 
arrangements where necessary. 
 

And finally... 
Please take the opportunity over the summer break to relax, knowing that we have 
you and your child’s interests at the heart of everything we do and will make our own 
decisions on safety arrangements once we know the situation in September.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

James Shryane 

Headteacher 
 
 


